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quest of Mm; "but tMs is a lion-fox which cannot be captured. By wiles and a thousand doublings, he utterly distracts his pursuers; he can burrow in the earth, and all trace of him is gone.6 With a strange system of anonymity and publicity, of denial and assertion, of Mystification in all senses, has Voltaire surrounded himself. He can raise no standing armies for his defence, yet he too is a c European Power,' and not undefended; an invisible, impregnable, though hitherto unrecognised bulwark, that of Public Opnion, defends him. With great art, he maintains this stronghold; though ever and anon sallying out from it, far beyond the permitted limits. But he has his coat of darkness, and his shoes of swiftness, like that other Kilter of Giants. We find Voltaire a supple courtier, or a sharp satirist; lie can talk blasphemy, and build churches, according to the signs of the times. Frederick the Great is not too high for his diplomacy, nor the poor Printer of his Zadig too low;7 he manages the Cardinal Fleuri, and the Cure of St. Sulpice; and laughs in his sleeve at all the world. We should pronounce him to be one of the best politicians on record; as we have said, the adroitest of all literary men.
At the same time, Voltaire's worst enemies, it seems to us, will not deny that he had naturally a keen sense for rectitude, indeed for all virtue: the utmost vivacity of temperament characterises him; his quick susceptibility for every form of beauty is moral as well as intellectual. Nor was his practice without indubitable and highly creditable proofs of this. To the help-needing he was at all times a
6 Of one such. e taking to cover' we have a curious and rather ridiculous account in this Work, by Longchamp.   It was with the Duchess du Maine that he sought shelter, and on a very slight occasion   nevertheless he had to lie perdue, for two months, at the Castle of Sceaux; and, with closed windows, and burning candles in daylight, compose JZadig, JBabouc, Memnon, &c. for his amusement.
7  See in LoBgchamp (pp 154-163) how, by natural legerdemain, a knave may b$ caught, and the change rendu a des wiprimeun infid&ks.